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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, ^of claims in the 
application 

/ 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system comprising: 

a special price exclusive apparatus wh i ch i s set in advance so os to consume power 
at a s^ial price; 

[[a]]power management means ferof detecting ttafat a user i s ut ili zing so i d spec i a l 
pr i ce cxclus i vo apparatus and fef^measuring the amount of power consumed by said special 
price exclusive apparatus in the case that thc aftej^a yfser has purchased and is utilizing said 
special price exclusive apparatus; and 

[[a]]fee charging means ferof charging rfaH an added fee for said measured amount 
of power consumed , the added fee charged being that makes an addition to thea 
Conventional fee, 

wherein at least the ent i rety of, o/ a part of[[,]] said added fee is paid by an electric 
power provider to the manufactunlrViat has sold said special price exclusive apparatus , the 
manufacturer being separate from\ thetelectric power provider . 

(Currently Amended) A pqytfer consumption system comprising: 

a special price exclusive/apparatus wh i ch i s set in advance so as to consume power 
at a special price; 

[[a]]power manag^ent means fefof detecting that a user i s ut il izing sa i d spec i ol 
pr i ce exc l us i ve apparatuar and fef^measuring the amount of power consumed by said special 
price exclusive apparatus i n the case that thc after_a user has purchased and is utilizing said 
special price exclusiv^apparatus; and 

[[a]]fee charging means fefof charging [[a]] an added fee for said measured amount 
of power consumed , the added fee charged being that mokes an addition to thea 
conventional 



Page 2 of 14 



Application No.: 
Amendment Dated: 
Reply to Office Action of: 



09/912,854 
September 18, 2003 
July 8, 2003 



MTS-3264US 



wherein ajMeast thc entirety of, or a part of[[,]] said added fee is paid by an electric 
power provider to the manufacturer that has sold said special price exclusive apparatus i Jhe 
manufacturer being separate from the electric power provider; 

said special price exclusive apparatus has an operational means for carrying out a 
predetermined operation by consuming said power and 

an energy saving control means for carrying out energy saving control of said 
operational means; and 

said energy saving control means etee-f unctions as sfaid power management means. 

3. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system comprising: 



a special price exclusive apparatus 
at a special price; 



3et in advance so os to consume power 



[[a]] power management means ferof detecting that a user is ut il iz i ng so i d spec i a l 
price exc l us i ve apparatus and fefHneasuring tKe amount of power consumed by said special 
price exclusive apparatus in the cose that tl)c after_a user has purchased and is utilizing said 
special price exclusive apparatus.; 

an energy saving control me&fis^r carrying out energy saving control of said special 
price exclusive apparatus; and 

[[a]]fee charging means ferAf ^arging [[a]]an_added fee for said measured amount 
of power consumed —, the added fee charged beinq that mokes an addition to thea 
conventional fee, 

wherein: 

at least the ent i rety/of. or a part of[[,]] said added fee is paid by an electric power 
provider to the manufacturer that has sold said special price exclusive apparatus^_the 
manufacturer being separate from the electric power provider : and 

said energy salving control means-atee functions as said power management means. 

4. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 3, wherein: 
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in the case that the manufacturer that has sold said energy saving control means is 

different from the manufacturer that has sold said special price exclusive apparatus, 

/ 

aUeast the ent i rety of, or a part of[[,]] said added fee is paid/to the manufacturer 
that has sold said energy saving control means and/or to the manufacturer that has sold 
said special price exclusive apparatus. 

5. (Original) A power consumption system according to /Claim 1, wherein said power 
management means holds information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
special price exclusive apparatus and said fee charging cneans determines the amount of 
additional charge to be added based on said information concerning the degree of energy 
savings. 

6. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 2, wherein 
said power management means holds information concerning the degree of energy savings 
of said operational means and/or information ^concerning the degree of energy savings of 
said energy saving control means and said fee charging means determines said amount of 
additional charge based on said informatronVconcerning the degree of energy savings of said 
operational means and[[/or]] said infornjfgpon concerning the degree of energy savings of 
said energy saving control means. 

7. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 3, wherein 
said power management means holds information concerning the degree of energy savings 
of said operational means and[[/or]] information concerning the degree of energy savings of 
said energy saving control means and said fee charging means determines said amount of 
additional charge based on scfid information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
operational means and/or/said information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
energy saving control mdans. 



A ypov\ 



8. (Original) A ypower consumption system according to any one of Claims 5 to 7, 
comprising an automatic measurement means for preparing measurement information by 
adding the amount of power consumption measured by said power management means and 
said information/ concerning the degree of energy savings and for making a notification of 
said prepared measurement information to said fee charging means via a network. 



ad^nea 
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9. (Original) A power consumption system according to Claim 8, wherein sai'd network 
is a distribution line conveyance, the Internet, an exclusive line, a telephone line or a 
wireless means. / 

10. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to'Claim 9, wherein: 

said special price exclusive apparatus, said power management means and said 
automatic measurement means are installed at the home of said,user; and 

said fee charging means is installed in a management center of the electric lTall 
power company provider . 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A power consumptioniystem comprising: 

a mode selectable apparatus where either a special price mode that consumes power 
at a special price or a conventional orice mode that consumes power at a conventional price 
\are selectable at the time of purchase W aVser : 





[[a]]power management meanarfefof detecting that [[a]]the user is utilizing said 
mode selectable apparatus in said special price mode and fef^measuring the amount of 
power consumed by said mode ^electable apparatus i n the case that sa i d user has 
purchased sa i d mode se l ectab l e apparatus and has selected sa i d spec i o l price mode and i s 



l 



ut il iz i ng sa i d mode se l ectab l e apparatus ; and 

[[a]] fee charging means ferof charging [[a]]an_added fee for said measured amount 
of power consumed* the added fee charged beinq that makes an additional charge to thea 
conventional fee in the £ase that said mode selectable apparatus is utilized in said special 
price mode, 

wherein atJgast the entirety of, or a part of[[,]] said added fee is paid by an electric 
power provider tc/the manufacturer that has sold said mode selectable apparatus i _the 
manufacturer being separate from the electric power provider . 

13. (Curre/tly Amended) A power consumption system comprising: 
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a mode selectable apparatus where either a special price mode that consumes power 
at a special price or a conventional price mode that consumes power at a conventional price 

are selectable at the time of purchase by a user : / 

/ 

[[a]]power management means ferof detecting that [[a]]the user/is utilizing said 
mode selectable apparatus in said special price mode and fe^measuring the amount of 
power consumed by said mode selectable apparatus i n the case .that said user has 
purchased sa i d mode se l ectab l e apparatus and has se l ected said spec i a l pr i ce mode and i s 
uti li zing sa i d mode se l ectab l e apparatus ; and 

[[a]]fee charging means fefof charging (TaH an added feef for said measured amount 
of power consumed , the added fee charged being that mokes /an additional charge to tbe-a 
conventional fee in the case that said mode selectable apparatus is utilized in said special 
price mode, 

wherein: 

at least the ent i rety of, or a part of[[,]] sai/ added fee is paid bv an electric power 
provider to the manufacturer that has sole/ said mode selectable apparatus , the 
manufacturer being separate from the electric power provider : 

said mode selectable ^ppatetus has an operational means for carrying out a 
predetermined operation by consuming said power and 

an energy saving control me^fis for carrying out energy saving control of said 
operational means; and 

said energy saving control means also functions as said power management means. 

14. (Currently AmendedVA power consumption system comprising: 

a mode selectable^apparatus where either a special price mode that consumes power 
at a special price or a conventional price mode that consumes power at a conventional price 
are selectable at the/time of purchase by a user ; 

an energy/saving control means for carrying out energy saving control of said mode 
selectable apparatus; 
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[[a]]power management means ferof detecting that [[a]]the user is utilizptg said 
mode selectable apparatus in said special price mode and fet^measuring the ^mount of 
power consumed by said mode selectable apparatus in the case that sffld user has 
purchased said mode se l ectable opporatus and has se l ected so i d specia l ppcc mode and i s 
ut i l i z i ng said mode se l ectable apparatus ; and 

[[a]]fee charging means ferof charging [[a]] an added fee for s^id measured amount 
of power consumed , the added fee charged being that mokes an additional charge to thea 
conventional fee in the case that said mode selectable apparatys is utilized in said special 
price mode, 

wherein: 



at least thc entirety of, or a part of[[,]] said adjaed fee is paid by an electric power 
provider to the manufacturer that has sold said mode selectable apparatus , the 
manufacturer being separate from the electric power provider ; and 



said energy saving control mean 




ctions as said power management means. 



15. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 14, wherein, 
in the case that the manufacturer that ha$fs©ra said energy saving control means is different 
from the manufacturer that has sold ^alfl mode selectable apparatus, when said mode 
selectable apparatus is utilized in said^pecickj price mode, 

at least thc ent i rety of r or ar part of[[,]] said added fee is paid to the manufacturer 
that has sold said energy saving control means and/or to the manufacturer that has sold 
said mode selectable apparatus 

16. (Original) A power consumption system according to Claim 12, wherein said power 
management means holds information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
mode selectable apparatus and said fee charging means determines said amount of 
additional charge based on said information concerning the degree of energy savings. 

17. (Currently Miended) A power consumption system according to Claims 13 , wherein 
said power management means holds information concerning the degree of energy savings 
of said operational means and/or information concerning the degree of energy savings of 
said energy salving control means and said fee charging means determines said amount of 
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additional charge based on said information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
operational means and[[/or]] said information concerning the degree of energy savings of 
said energy saving control means. / 



18. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 14, wherein 
said power management means holds information concerning the degree of/energy savings 
of said operational means and[[/or]] information concerning the degree of/energy savings of 
said energy saving control means and said fee charging means deterrrynes said amount of 
additional charge based on said information concerning the degree of energy savings of said 
operational means and/or said information concerning the degree o/energy savings of said 
energy saving control means. / 

19. (Original) A power consumption system according to any one of Claims 16 to 18, 
wherein comprising an automatic measurement means /for preparing measurement 
information by adding the amount of power consumption measured by said power 
management means and said information concerning the/aegree of energy savings and for 
making a notification of said prepared measurement information to said fee charging means 
via a network. / 

20. (Original) A power consumption system according to Claim 19, wherein said network 
is a distribution line conveyance, the I^O^t/an exclusive line, a telephone line or a 
wireless means. [\ X 

21. (Currently Amended) A power consumption system according to Claim 20, wherein: 

said mode selectable apparatus, said pwver management means and said automatic 
measurement means are installed in the home of said user; and 

said fee charging means is/installed in a management center of [[a]] an electric 
power company provider . / 

22. (Original) A power consumption system according to Claim 21, comprising a display 
means installed in the home/ of said user, which receives said measurement information 
prepared by said automatic: measurement means, which converts said added amount of 
power consumption into a^fee based on said measurement information and which displays 
the fee. / 




Page 8 of 14 



Application No.: 
Amendment Dated: 
Reply to Office Action of: 



09/912,854 
September 18, 2003 
July 8, 2003 



MTS-3264US 



23. (Original) A power consumption system according to any of Claims 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 13, 
14, 15, 17 and 18, wherein: 



said energy saving control means has a human body detectiop means for detecting 
whether or not a human body is/present and a security means for giving notification in order 
for crime prevention or for disaster prevention based on said detecpon result; and 



said energy saving contjrol means carries out said energy saving control based on 
said detection result. 



24. (Canceled). 

25. (Currently Amended) A 
computer to carry out at 



entirety of, or a part of[[,Jl a 
7[[,]] and 12 to 18 ond 2 4 





medium for containing/a program and/or data which allow a 
least tho ent i rety of, or a /art of[[,]] the functions of at leastt he 



power consumption/system according to any of Claims 1 to 
aid medium canAe processed by a computer. 



26. (Currently Amended) An information/assembly characterized by being a program 
and/or data which allow a com 3^er to carry out at least the entirety of, or a part of[[,]] the 
functions of at least the ent i rety of, or a part of[[,]] a power consumption system according 
to any of Claims 1 to 7[[,]] and 12 to 18 ; ond 2 4. 



(Currently Amendec 
frcfin on e l ectr i c power provf 



v methpd of purchasing an appliance consuming electric power 
prising the steps of: 



(a) obtaining by a Jisferf from an appliance provider, separate from an electric 
power provider, an appliance a^a special purchase price; 

(b) operating by the user the appliance obtained in step (a); 

(c) measuring/the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance when 
operating in step (b); 

(d) transmitting the measurement value of the electric power consumed in step 
(c) to a computendatabase; 



(e) accumulating in the database the amount of power measured in step (c); 
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(f) charging the user by/ the electric power provider a predetermined fee 
fo rcalcu l otcd based on the amount of power accumulated in step (e) at a higher rate than a 
conventional rate charged by the electric power provider for consumed electricity : and 

(g) providing , by the electric power provider, a portion of the calculated fee 
charged to the user in step (f)/to the separate appliance provider to offset the special 
purchase price in step (a). 

28. (Previously Presented) ihe method of claim 27 in which step (a) includes obtaining, 
from the appliance provider, tne appliance at the special purchase price that is lower than a 
conventional purchase price of the appliance; and 

step (f) includes charging the user the predetermined fee for the amount of power 
accumulated in step (e) at /a higher rate than a conventional rate charged by the electric 
power provider for consumed electricity. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 in which step (c) includes installing a 
power management unit /at the location of the appliance operating in step (b) to measure 
the power consumed by tne appliance, and 

step (g) includes providing another portion of the calculated fee charged to the user 
to an installer of the power measurement unit. 



0. (New) The method of claim 27 in which step (c) includes measuring the value of the 
electric power consumed by the appliance, when operating in step (b), separately from 
power consumed by other appliances being operated by the user. 
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